Obituary: K . M . Smith
At the same time Kenneth Smith continued isolating and describing many new viruses infecting agricultural and horticultural crops including tobacco necrosis, tomato bushy stunt and turnip yellow mosaic viruses. He was interested in the physical properties of these viruses and worked extensively on filtration studies in an attempt to measure particle size. When the electron microscope was developed he was one of the pioneers in its application to the study of virus particles.
During the Second World War Kenneth Smith designed methods to improve the health of potatoes. He developed the system of producing nuclear stock of virus-free tubers, a scheme which is still the main one used in this country. After the war he became interested in virus diseases of insects, especially those of the Lepidoptera. Among the viruses he discovered were the cytoplasmic polyhedrosis group and Tipula irridescent virus; the former group has been named Smithia after him. He developed methods for using viruses for the biological control of insect pests. He also carried out extensive ultrastructural studies on the viruses using the electron microscope.
The atmosphere at the Virus Research Unit under his directorship was happy and relaxed and his work on plant and insect viruses attracted visitors from many different countries. Everyone was made to feel at home and became absorbed in the work of the group.
Kenneth Smith was a prolific writer. As well as a large number of scientific papers he wrote many textbooks on virology. His wide knowledge of the biological characters of plant viruses and the numerous viruses that he was first to describe is shown in A Textbook of Plant Virus Diseases first published in 1937; he entirely revised it in 1973 when he was more than 80 years old and it still remains a standard text. He wrote several books successfully popularizing the science of virology. He was a co-editor of Advances in Virus Research from 1953 (Volume 1) until his death and was on the editorial board of several journals.
After his retirement he continued working at the Virus Research Unit for several years. Then, at the age of 70, he moved to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to work with Max Lauffer and then on to the Botany Department at the University of Texas in Austin for 5 years. In 1969 he finally returned to Cambridge and continued his writing. He had two successful operations to replace his hip-joints and remained active until his death.
Kenneth Smith was granted many honours including Fellowship of the Royal Society Kenneth Smith married Germain Marie Noel in 1923 and they had one son. He was very fond of his family and his home where he enjoyed his chief hobbies of gardening and of an extensive collection of tropical butterflies and moths. As a keen cyclist he was strongly opposed to the 'horseless carriage' and insisted on cycling the 5 miles to and from the laboratory in all weathers throughout his working life. In retirement he installed an exercise bicycle in his home, which he used each day.
He was a reserved man with firm opinions which he never forced on people. His quiet sense of humour added greatly to conversations. Always the perfect gentleman he never raised his voice in argument but his masterly command of English and his keen dry wit were powerful weapons which added interest and dimension to any subject. As a scientist he was meticulous in his observations. He laid the foundations for much of plant and insect virology.
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